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of Hawai‘i in 1810. King Kamehameha Day 
was celebrated first on June 11, 1872, and 
has been a Hawai‘i State holiday since 1959. 
In 1970, the celebration of King 
Kamehameha’s birthday in our nation’s capital 
opened the rich history and culture of Hawai‘i 
to more Americans. 

In 1758, with the birth of Kamehameha, a 
prophecy foretelling that a great leader would 
be born and unite the islands of Hawai‘i was 
fulfilled. Born into royal families from the is-
lands of Hawai‘i and Maui, Kamehameha’s 
mentoring started at a young age. He learned 
religion, oral history, culture, economics, gov-
ernance, navigation, warfare, and other fields 
of knowledge necessary to build a nation. 

Kamehameha rose to power through polit-
ical astuteness and superior forces. He was a 
visionary leader with a strategic mind, domi-
nating presence, and persuasive personality. 
Kamehameha developed relationships with 
other royal families, built coalitions and sought 
the counsel of those steeped in modern war-
fare. By 1790, Kamehameha’s modernized 
armed forces equipped with cannons and fire-
arms and use of psychological warfare to un-
dermine the spirits of opposing forces led to 
one successful military campaign after an-
other. 

While uniting the islands of Hawai‘i, Kame-
hameha contemplated on the future of the 
Kingdom of Hawai‘i and reasoned that for a 
nation to be vibrant, its citizens must feel safe 
and secure. Kamehameha reflected on a mili-
tary encounter with fishermen gathering food 
from the ocean for their families. As Kameha-
meha gave chase to the fishermen, his leg got 
caught among the shoreline rocks. One of the 
fishermen hit him on the head with a paddle 
that broke into splinters. The fisherman spared 
Kamehameha’s life. 

Later, the fisherman was brought before Ka-
mehameha. In his wisdom, Kamehameha 
ruled that the fisherman was innocent. The 
fisherman was protecting his family and land 
from an aggressor who could have done them 
harm. From that experience, Kamehameha 
embraced the inalienable rights of all men and 
women by proclaiming the Law of the Splin-
tered Paddle (Kānāwai Māmala Hoe), the law 
of the land. The law stated, ‘‘Let every elderly 
person, woman, and child lie by the roadside 
in safety.’’ The Law of the Splintered Paddle 
sets the moral tone to do no harm to fellow 
human beings, take personal responsibility 
and think before committing an act of violence. 
It is fitting that the words of the Law of the 
Splintered Paddle are enshrined in the Hawai‘i 
State Constitution. Its values have become a 
model for human rights law regarding the 
treatment of civilians and other non-combat-
ants. 

Kamehameha knew that in order to ensure 
the health, safety, and welfare of his people, 
it was imperative to create economic opportu-
nities. Kamehameha invested resources to 
maintain viable fishponds and taro patches; 
protect fresh water streams, fertile soils, and 
forest lands; build schools and train a new 
generation of leaders. Kamehameha also bore 
witness to rapid unfolding events occurring 
since the arrival of Captain James Cook in 
1778. Kamehameha knew that it was the be-
ginning of a new chapter in the history of the 
Native Hawai‘ian people, and he made wise 
decisions to prepare his people for the future. 

In closing, I would like to extend my appre-
ciation to the staff of the Committee on House 

Administration, the Office of the Architect of 
the Capitol, and the Office of Sergeant at 
Arms who have helped make this annual birth-
day celebration for King Kamehameha I a suc-
cess. 
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Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, after the tragic at-
tacks on 9/11, Congress strengthened aviation 
security, which was the nature of the attacks 
against our country. While our aviation system 
is more secure—13 years later—we have not 
secured our nation’s ports. Our ports are vul-
nerable to attacks. 

I represent the Port of Los Angeles and the 
communities that surround the port; I have the 
personal responsibility of keeping the people 
of my district safe. 

Top security experts recommend that ship-
ping containers entering our nation’s ports be 
scanned for radiological and nuclear materials 
and other potentially dangerous cargo. In addi-
tion, Congress passed laws requiring that 100 
percent of all cargo be scanned by 2012. 
Today, three years after the deadline, we are 
scanning only 3 percent of incoming cargo. 

I firmly believe that responding to ongoing 
terrorist threats and the risk of nuclear pro-
liferation should remain top national security 
priorities. 

The detonation of a nuclear device or ‘‘dirty 
bomb’’ at a port such as the Port of Los Ange-
les could cause a staggering loss of life. In ad-
dition, it could result in a West Coast or na-
tionwide shutdown of all ports, which would 
cost the United States economy billions of dol-
lars each day. The economic impact of port 
closure on supply chains was clearly dem-
onstrated in 2002 when port workers were 
locked out for 8 days at the West Coast Ports. 
That cost $1 billion per day. 

For these reasons, I am re-introducing the 
Scan Containers Absolutely Now (SCAN) Act. 
This bill would create a one-year pilot program 
at two United States ports to evaluate the 
process of 100 percent scanning of cargo con-
tainers and its potential use at all domestic 
ports. 

I previously introduced this in the 113th 
Congress. This reintroduction includes several 
improvements to give ports who wish to apply, 
more flexibility on the management of the se-
curity systems. 

We must take our responsibility to protect 
the nation seriously. We cannot allow incon-
venience or shortsighted economic expediency 
to get in the way of keeping our nation’s ports 
and citizens safe. 
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RESTORING EDUCATION AND 
LEARNING (REAL) ACT 

HON. DONNA F. EDWARDS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Restoring Education and Learn-

ing (REAL) Act, legislation that will curb our 
nation’s high incarceration rate through the av-
enue of education. 

Joined by Reps. DAVIS, LEE, SCOTT, 
DELAURO and RICHMOND, our legislation will 
reinstate Pell Grant eligibility to federal and 
state prisoners, which was allowed from 
1972–1995. A provision in the 1994 omnibus 
crime bill amended the 1965 Higher Education 
Act and reversed this rehabilitating and well 
invested policy. 

Back then, 350 postsecondary prison pro-
grams in 37 states existed across the nation 
for incarcerated individuals. That ability to gain 
post-secondary education has been drastically 
reduced to about a dozen today. Subse-
quently, our state and federal population has 
increased by nearly 50 percent from 1 million 
to 1.5 million today. 

According to a recent Vera Institute study, it 
costs American taxpayers roughly $31,000 a 
year to house an inmate. In my home state of 
Maryland, it costs taxpayers more than 
$38,000 a year to house an inmate. Overall, 
our nation spends roughly $40 billion a year 
on correctional facilities. 

This comes despite a recent report by the 
RAND Corporation, which found that for every 
$1 investment in prison education programs 
there is a $4–5 dollar reduction in incarcer-
ation costs during the first three years post-re-
lease of a prisoner. 

Earlier this month, I visited the Maryland 
Correctional Institution in Jessup as an ob-
server of Goucher College’s Prison Education 
Partnership. I was inspired as I sat down with 
incarcerated men and women taking college 
courses and asking for the opportunity to bet-
ter serve society once they are released. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to cosponsor this important and much 
needed piece of legislation. 
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SAVANNAH STAFFORD 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize Ms. Savan-
nah Stafford as a member of the United 
States Naval Academy Class of 2015. 

Savannah graduated from the U.S. Naval 
Academy with a degree in Oceanography, and 
her service assignment is Surface Warfare. 
She received a commission as an Ensign in 
the United States Navy on May 22, 2015. 

Her career in the service has just begun, 
but it is a testament to Savannah’s unselfish 
devotion to the people of this great nation. 
The challenges will be many and the time, al-
though it may seem like an eternity, will fly by 
almost unnoticed. 

The challenge for this young woman will be 
to retain as much as possible, pass on what 
she learns to others, and live life for every mo-
ment. 

South Mississippi is proud of Savannah and 
her accomplishments, and we look forward to 
her continuing to represent not only Mis-
sissippi, but the entire nation, as a United 
States Navy officer. 

As Savannah embarks on a new chapter in 
life, it is my hope that she may always recall 
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment graduating from a program as pres-
tigious as the Naval Academy. 
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